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IS I 



THE STATELY HOMES OF ENGLAND 



By S. C. hall, F.S.A., and LLEWELLYNN JEWITT, F.S.A. 



TRENTHAM, STAFFORDSHIRE. 




RENTHAM, the magnificent seat— the "Stately 
Home" — of his Grace the Duke of Sutherland, 
is beautifully situated not far from the rise of the 
river Trent, in one of the most 
charming parts of Staffordshire. 
Its nearest town is Newcastle- 
under-Lyme. The history of 
Trentham is not one that requires much atten- 
tion, for, unlike other places we have described, 
it has had no stirring historical incidents con- 
nected with it, and its story is therefore one of 
peace. Its vicissitudes have not been unpleasant 
ones — not one scene of rapine or war or murder 
being recorded in its annals ; and it has become 
the "home" — literally the most charming and 
comfortable of English homes — of one of our 
greatest nobles, where domestic comforts take the 
place of state and ceremony, and home-like sur- 
roundings supplant unmeaning grandeur. 

Trentham monastery was, it is stated, founded 
by Ethelred, who succeeded his brother Wul- 
phere, as King of Mercia, in 675, and who in- 
duced his niece Werburgh (daughter of Wul- 
phere) " to leave the religious house at Ely, 
where she was abbess, to superintend the nun- 
nery he had built at Trentham." Werburgh 
died at Trentham, after leading a long and pious 
and eminently useful life, and, being shortly afterwards canonised, 
became one of the most celebrated of Anglo-Saxon saints. It is 
supposed that the original site of St. Werburgh's nunnery was at 
Hanchurch, about a mile from Trentham, where the site is marked 
by some venerable yews of great antiquity, which still form three 
sides of a square. 

After the dissolution of the monasteries in 1531, the Priory of 



tiquity seated at Willenhall. Nicholas Leveson, Lord Mayor of 
London, died in the year that Trentham was granted to the Duke 
of Suffolk. His great-grandson. Sir John Leveson, left two daugh- 
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Trentham was granted, in 1539, to' Charles Brandon," Duke of 
Suffolk, brother-in-law to Henry VIII., and afterwards came into 
the possession of the Levesons, a Staffordshire family of great an- 
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ters only, his- co-heiresses, one of. whom, Frances, by marrying Sir 
Thomas Gower of Sittenham, carried Trentham and other exten- 
sive possessions into this ancient Yorkshire family, which dates 
from the Conquest. ;• . 

Sir Richard Leveson was distinguished as a naval commander. 

He accompanied the Earl of Nottingham in his expedition against 

Cadiz when he was twenty-seven years of age. He was married 

to the daughter of this famous earl, who. was 

v^- - Lord High Admiral and Commaiider-in-Chief 

of the Fleet which defeated the Armada." " Sir 

Richard Leveson,. who was in this engagement, 

was, in 1601, made Vice-Admiral, and died in 

1605. 

The Sir Richard Leveson who built the old 
hall at Trentham in 1633 (two views of which 
are given), died in 1661. His widow. Lady 
Katharine Leveson (daughter of Robert Duke 
of Northumberland and Lady Alice Dudley), 
was a great benefactress to the parish. She died 
at Trentham in 1674; and was buried al Lilies- 
hall. Sir Richard Leveson dying without issue, 
the Trentham estates passed to his sister and co- 
heiress, who had married Sir' Thomas Gower, 
and in the Gower family they have remained to 
this day. . . 

Sir John Leveson Gower was. elevated to. the 
peerage, in 1702, as Baron Gower of Sittenham. 
His son John,' the second baron, was constituted 
Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal, and was repeat- 
edly one of the Lords of the Regency during the 
absences of George II. on the Continent. In 
1746 he was created Viscount Trentham of 
Trentham and Earl Gower. He died in 1755, 
and was succeeded by his son Granville, the.sec- 
ond' earl, who was rriember of Parliament for! the - 
city, of Westminster. • He was installed. Khight 
of the Garter, and created Marquis of Stafford, in 1786. -His eldest , 
son, George Granville, also a Knight of the Garter, married the 
late Countess of Sutherland in her own right, and was created 
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Duke of Sutherland in 1833. The duke did not long survive to 
enjoy his new dignity, but died in the same year. 

A noble colossal bronze statue of the duke, the figure being fif- 
teen feet in height, and placed on a lofty column on Tittensor Hill 
(called ** Monument Hill "), forms a conspicuous object against the 
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sky from the house and gardens of Trentham. It is one of Chan- 
trey's masterpieces of art. 

George Granville Leveson Gower, second Duke of Sutherland, 
was called to the Upper House, during his father's lifetime, as 
Baron Gower. He was born in 1786, and married, in 1823, the 
Lady Harriet Elizabeth Georgiana Howard, daughter of the Earl 
of Carlisle, and Mistress of the Robes to Her present Most Gra- 
cious Majesty. By this happy union his grace had issue four sons 
and seven daughters. Among these were the 
present Duke of Sutherland. His* grace died 
in 1 861, aged seventy-four, and was buried in 
the mausoleum at Trentham. He was a man 
of liberal, kindly, gentle, and benevolent dis- 
position, and was beloved by people of every 
class ; indeed, such was the affectionate at- 
tachment of his tenants, that after his death 
they erected statues to his memory on most of 
his estates. 

The duchess, whose refined taste, attach- 
ment to art, amiability of disposition, winning 
manners, and energetic character were beyond 
praise, died in 1868, and was also buried in the 
mausoleum at Trentham. She was .Mistress 
of the Robes to the Queen, by whom she was 
esteemed as a beloved friend. To her pure 
taste Trentham owes many of its most attrac- 
tive features, and, had she lived to carry out 
the full bent of her inclination, much more 
would have been accomplished. A chastely 
beautiful altar-tomb, with a recumbent effig}'' 
of the duchess, by Noble, has been erected in 
Trentham Church, and is one of the highest 
and purest achievements of sculptural art. 

The present noble peer, George Granville 
William Sutherland - Leveson - Gower, third 
Duke of Sutherland, Marquis of Stafford, Earl 
Gower, Viscount Trentham, Baron Gov^'er of 
Sittenham, in the peerage of the United Kingdom ; Earl of Suther- 
land and Lord Strathnaver in the peerage of Scotland ; Knight of 
the Garter and a Baronet ; Lord-Lieutenant of Cromartie and of 
, Sutherland, was born December 19, 1828, and succeeded his father 
in his titles and estates in 1861, having previously sat (as Marquis 
of Stafford) as M.P. for Sutherland from 1852 to 1861. He mar- 



ried in 1849 Anne (born 1829), daughter and only child of John 
Hay Mackenzie, Esq., created in her own right, in 1861, Countess 
of Cromartie, Viscountess Tarbat, Baroness Castle-Avon, and Bar- 
oness McLeod, all in the peerage of the United Kingdom, with 
remainder to her eldest surviving son. 

The arms of the Duke of Su- 
therland are — quarterly, i and 4, 
— . _ -~^^ — ^^- barry of eight, argent and gules, 

^-" 37^ ^ ^ a cross fleury, sable, for Gower ; 

~-_:^z^~' 2, azure, three laurel-leaves, or, 

for Leveson ; % gules, three-mul- 
lets, or, within a bordure, or, 
charged with a double tressure 
flory counter-flory, gules, for Su- 
therland. Crests — ist, a goat's 
head erased, ermine, for Leve- 
son ; 2nd, a wolf passant, argent, 
collared and lined, or, for Gower ; 
3rd, a cat-a-mountain,/r<9^(?r, 
for Sutherland. Supporters — 
dexter, a wolf (locally called a 
** gower "), argent, collared and 
lined, or; sinister, a savage, 
wreathed about the temples and 
loins with laurel, holding in his 
dexter hand a club, resting on 
his shoulder, all proper, and sup- 
porting with his sinister hand an 
antique shield, charged with the 
arms of the ancient family of 
Sutherland in proper blazonry. 
Motto, " Frangas non flectes " 
(You may break, but shall not bend me). The principal seats of 
the Duke are— Trentham, Staffordshire ; Dunrobin Castle, Golspie, 
Scotland ; Lilleshall, Shropshire ; Lock Inver House, Sutherland ; 
House of Tongue, Sutherland ; Tarbat House, Ross-shire ; Castle 
Leod, Dingwall ; and Stafford House, St. James's, London. 

The. old hall at Trentham, previously referred to, and which 
was usually called "Trentham Priory," through having been built 
on the foundations of that religious house, was altered and en- 
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larged, and in the main rebuilt, by the second duke. The work 
was entrusted to Sir Charles Barry, and was commenced in 1834, 
and carried out at a cost of about £150,000. It had, however, 
previously undergone much alteration at the hands of Mr. Tatham, 
who endeavoured to approxifnate it, in appearance, to the old Buck- 
ingham Palace. {To be continued.) 



